INTRODUCTION
Heavy rainfall is the most important cause of flooding, far beyond tropical cyclones, monsoonal rain or tidal surges all together (Adhikari et al. 2010). Being one of the most hazardous and damaging natural phenomena worldwide, heavy rains cause tremendous losses in terms of human live and property. The social impact from heavy rain -and associated floods-is regularly suffered across Europe, but phenomena worldwide, heavy rains cause tremendous losses in terms of human live and property. The social impact from heavy rain -and associated floods-is regularly suffered across Europe, but Mediterranean countries, and primarily those in the Western Mediterranean, have to cope with particularly devastating episodes. Spain, with its singular geographic and topographic features (Figure 1) , is not Mediterranean countries, and primarily those in the Western Mediterranean, have to cope with particularly devastating episodes. Spain, with its singular geographic and topographic features (Figure 1) 
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